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Precedence: IMMEDIATE Date: 09/26/1996
To: CID Attn: Section Chief Tron Brekke
From: Portland

Sguad 4
Contact: SA

Approved By:l |

Drafted By: msr

Case ID {: 44D-PD-NEW %ending)

Title: | ] |
POSSIBLE .IVIL RIGHTS VIOLATION

Synopsis: Subject shot and wounded four people and attempted to
burn the office of the Church of Scientology at Portland, Oregon,
on 09/25/1996. Subject's apparent motive was a grudge against
the church.

Details: In February, 1996, | | threatened ,
to kill everyone in the Portland Church of Scientology unless be
they gave him $50,000.00 for ruining his life according to ‘
investigation by the Portland Police Bureau. At that time he
told police that he had lost everything that was dear to him and
that the Church of Scientology had imprisoned his mind to do what
they wanted him to do. In addition, he also said that the church
had gotten him deported to Kenya in 1986.

On 09/25/1996, at approximately 11:30 a.m.,[::::::]
entered the office of the Church of Scientolofz in downtown

-1 O

]

Portland with a handgun and a can of gas. shot and
wounded four people then spread gasoline around the office and
ignited the gasoline. The fire was suppressed by a sprinkler
system and[______ |surrendered to Portland Police Bureau Officers
about ten minutes later.

[::::::]is charged with four counts of attempted bé
aggravated murder, arson, kidnapping, three counts of first b7
degree assault, one count of second degree assault, and one
count of burglary.
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To: CID From: Portland
Re: 44D-PD-NEW, 09/26/1996

On O9/25/1996| Chief Criminal Assistant,
U.S. Attorney's Office for the District of Oregon, advised that
this incident should be prosecuted by the District Attorney and b6
investigation conducted by the Portland Police Bureau. The b7C
actions by constitute Measure 11 penalties, an Oregon
Constitutional provision applied at sentencing in capital crimes.
AUSA| deferred any prosecution for the violation of Civil
Rights relative to this incident to the local authorities.

This case is opened on 09/26/1996, based on
instructions received from Unit Chief ;FBIHQ, b6
to Acting ASAC| Portlanéﬁpivision. bic
ol

Subject is described as followsiffyy

Name -
Sex

Race

Date of Birth
Place of Birth
Height

Weight

Hair

Eyes

FBI Number,
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To:

1.

DIRECTOR, FBI
Attn: Criminal Investigation Division

Civil Rights Unit \A 4/&6\(0

From: PORTLAND Date: 10/01/1996

Title: (uce additianal nage if o)

aka

CHURCH OF SCIENTOLOGY - VICTIM

BUDED:
PORTLAND EC dated 09/26/1996.

Universal Case File Number 44D-PD-41212

X Initial submission Supplemental submission

Matter Type: (check more than one if applicable)

A, Brutality No Brutality

0 Law Enforcement [ Law Enforcement
Non-Law Enforcement O Non-Law Enforcement
Violence

O Racial O Religious Other

ISS Matters

[0 Migrant Victim [ Other

Known/Suspected Extremist Group

O Klan O Other

FACE Act

[0 Reproductive Health Care Facility

O Religious Place of Worship

O Other

# v a ¥

Use to describe above (check all applicable)
Arson Injury Property Damage
O Death O No Injury O Cross Burning

Date of Incident 09/25/96 6. Date of Complaint 09/25/96

Synopsis of Case: At approximately 11:27 a.m. on 09/25/96, subject, who has
made previous threats to victim, entered the Church of Scientology,
709 S.W. Salmon, Portland, Oregon. Subject entered the Scientology
facility and shot four people. He then poured gasoline out of a can
onto the floor, ignited it with a BIC lighter, which caught his
shoes on fire. (continued on page 2)

Significant Case: [ Yes [J No (ifyes, providereason) This case received national press

coverage, four people were shot, and there was an attempted arson by

subject, who has made previous threats to the wvictim.
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SYNOPSIS OF CASE (Con't)

In attempting to put the fire out around his shoes he then put out
the entire fire he had started, however, not before the sprinkling
systems were activated. Damage sustained by the facility was due to
water damage from the sprinklers and the fire department. Subject
has a history of mental illness, has blamed the Church of
Scientology, Portland, for "mind control® and was attempting to
extort money from them. Subject left the facility with a staff
member as hostage, however, surrendered to the Portland Police
Bureau minutes later outside their facility. AUSA Portland, Oregon,
advised they would defer prosecution to local authorities. Subject
is currently being charged locally with four counts of attempted
aggravated murder, arson, kidnapping, three counts of first degree
assault, one count of second degree assault and one count of

burglarv. | | is described as a |

FBI number | | Portland will follow

local prosecution and report the results to FBIHQ and the United
States Attorney's Office, Portland, Oregon. Via facsimile Portland
sent a church arson worksheet for inclusion in 44DHQ1176806, MC #29.
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FBI FACSIMILE
COVERSHEET

PRECEDENCE CLASSIFICATION

O Immediate O Top Secret Time Transmitted: Pl
g3 Priority 0 Secret Sender’s Initials: t ~/
O Routine O Confidential Number of Pages: 7
O SenSiﬂve (Including Cover Page)
_ 0 Unclassified
To: _ 2L %/(9 Date: ?/ /27//75
(Name of Offi
Facsimile Number:
be
Attn: - b7C

(Name Room Telephone)

From: _ 87 ,/ﬂ/(ﬁ/%//d/

(Name of Office)

Subject: __

Sl /o Chul / %/’4 [z (/o /’?—ﬁ'@
po (o 4Y D ﬂo/ Y72/ 2
-Sp'ecia! Handling Instructions: _M_& “ ## RT7 44 0 /7%7 [[7¢ 5%

Originator’é Name: Telé&mné: _

Originator’s Facsimile Number: ne

Approved: m B FBI/DOJ
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SEP-26=1996 17:39 C“R“CH ARSON TASK FORCE . 202 324 5318 P.02/82

be
CHURCH ARSON WORKSHEET g G2 TE T
OFFICE:  fysp/ (i
FULL CHURCH NAME:
Se /= =, /é/z/ CONTACT:

STREET ADDRESS:

—0F Sk S o
CITY: pweﬁvaza—/
STATE: &AF

FILE # 77D /0/ q/Z/Z,

DATE AND TIME OF INCIDENT.: .
1) 270 7/’25/75
LOCATION TYPE: URBAN/SUBURBAN/RURAL
a /"5; / -
RACIAL MAKEUP OF CONGREGATION: BLACK/WHITE/ASIAN/MULTI

My/77

DAMAGE SUSTAINED: TOTAL/PARTIAL AND DOLLAR AMOUNT
’f/// D00 ol &AM 7 —

INCENDIARY DEVI@E: - /,7 ﬁ yy;//,?ed %/ﬂ S‘&//«'u = 4 PoM
A Y~ f{,u/% <
PREVIOUS THREA S/VANDALISM/INCIDENTS:
A7 —
SUSPECTS: /4 wp< s /=

ya

ARRESTS: ABZ—% |

. 7 ol
MOTIVATION IFKNOWN: o es O er=% Zé,f 74 o poe
INSU??%]?JCE: (Fe — doslpe lied fits A

= - g
OTHER RELEVANT DATA: Sors # /x;ﬁxy o /
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FD-302 (Rev. 10-6-95)
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

10/04/96

Date of transcription

On September 27, 1996, | | General counsel,
Church of Scientology, delivered an eight page document to the
reception area of the Federal Bureau of Investigation to the o
attention of | | be

b7C
Attached to and made part of this FD-302 is the
document provided bﬂ |
Investigation on 9 / 27 / 96 at Portland , Oregon
File# 44D-PD-41212 qéf)/,, Date dictated ~ 10/03 /96
h b6

by  SA| ‘DFD: ij}ac
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBIL. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; [Vq
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. L?'-L} D- l) D = L{. / ‘2 12— 4 (,
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SHOOTING INCIDENT AT THE CHURCH OF SCIENTOLOGY
CELEBRITY CENTER, PORTLAND OREGON
September 25, 1996

On September 25, 1996, shortly before noon, a 38 year old
man named | |entered the Church of
Scientology Celebrity Center in Portland, Oregon. He opened
fire with a semi-automatic pistol and shot four staff members.
He held a fifth staff member hostage until his surrender to the
police minutes later outside of the Celebrity Center. He also
poured gasoline on the floor of the reception area of the Church
and set it on fire.

One of the staff members who was shot is a 44 year old,
pregnant woman. She was shot twice and is currently paralyzed.
She will be having an operation shortly to remove the bullet
and, hopefully, resolve the paralysis. She has not lost the
child she is carrying. The Executive Director of the Celebrity
Center and a staff member from a Church of Scientology from
another city are still hospitalized, in fair condition. The out
of town staff member will have additional surgery to handle
abdominal damage from the shooting. The fourth staff member
suffered only a superficial wound and has been released from the
hospital.

Data has been obtained on the shooter. He is a 38 year
o0ld, naturalized citizen from Kenya. He has a history of
criminal conduct and of past threats to kill staff at the the
Church of Scientology Celebrity Center in Portland.

Data has been collected onl |in an effort to determine

who he is and why he committed this crime. It was learned that
had a very brief contact with the Portland Church in

June, 1985, taking a short, introductory course and reading some

Scientology books. He took no further services at any Church of
Scientology and had no further contact with any Church until

1994. However we have found a Vancouver, Washington Department

of Corrections report from August, 1989. The probation officer

recommended that a bench warrant be issued on
bail. The probation officer noted that | | had been
"confused and agitated ... he would often hear voices in his
head which he would talk to out loud." At the time[ _____ ]blamed
his mental state on his contact with the Church of Scientology
in Portland four years earlier. He complained that "whenever he
goes to Portland they have mind control over him and he can no
longer control his behavior." [See, TAB Al

Although the details of his whereabouts are not known
except from public record documents, it has been learned that
lived in San Francisco at various times in the 1992-1995 period

for jumping
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and that had started a business called Phoenix Lighting Company.
He lived in low-income housing at three locations -- all within
7 blocks of the San Francisco Church although he never took any
services from the Church.

next contact with the Church occurred in 1994. At,
that time he was living in San Francisco. He was living in some bE
sort of half-way house and was described by an individual who b7C
met him at the time as "a crazy black guy" who believed that he

was "possessed."| came to the Church of Scientology in San
Francisco and threatened to bomb it. He warned that the next

time would not be a joke. This incident was reported to the

police.

-1 O

b
In 1994[:::::]called the Portland Church and said that he b7C
was in a psychiatric ward. It is not known where he was at the
time.

On February 1, 1996 he again called the Portland Church.
at this time he complained that his life had been going downhill
since his initial contact with the Church which he claimed was
six years earlier. He demanded $50,000 in restitution and
threatened to come into the Church several days later and kill
everyone if he were not paid this money. The police were
notified of this threat. called back several days later,
as he had promised. The police were again notified. They were
able to trace the call and locate him. He was arrested. At
the time of his arrest he had a loaded .45 pistol and .38
revolver in his possession and approximately 150 rounds of
ammunition. The police arrest reports detail his delusional b6
state, his fixation that he was being mentally controlled by the P7C
Church of Scientology and that he intended to kill the ,
whom he had made the extortion threat. Interestingly,l
mentioned to one of the police officers that he had decided that
he was being controlled by the Church after reading of
allegations of "mind control" in a newspaper. He also said that
it was at that time that he decided that he was owed
restitution. He plea bargained the charge down to a misdemeanor
of "coercion," plead "no contest," and was sentenced to a year
on parole and ordered to .stay away from the Church and the woman
he had threatened. [See Tab B, for reports of this incident and
its handling.]

[::::::::]next contact with the Church was on September 25th
when he made good on his threat by entering the Church premises

and opening fire with a semi-automatic pistol. [____ Jalso i;h
poured gasoline on the floor and 1lit it. He then took a woman ;
as hostge and left the premises, holding her at gunpoint. The
police convinced him to surrender and he was arrested. [See Tab
C for press reports on the incident.]

On September 26, 1996 was charged with 4 counts of be

aggravated attempted murder, 2 counts of arson, 4 counts of 1st 4.

l“l(




degree assault, 1 count of burglary & 1 count of kidnapping.
The recommended bail was $770,000.00 but the court refused to
allow bail at all. [ ]did not enter a plea, as that will

not done until next week on October 2, 1996, once the Grand Jury

returns an indictment. On October 3,[__ Jwill be
intereviewed to determine if he is eligible for being released
on his Own Recognizance or on bail (however, he is not expected
to be released at all). The case will then be set for trial in
approximately 90-150 days.

Attachments:

Chronology of]

TAB A: Probation Report
TAB B: 1996 Arrest data

TAB C: Newspaper reports of shooting incident

H

bé
b7cC

bo
b7cC




VITAT, DATA:

SS#:

Last known phone#:

Description: He ig

~1

TIMETRACK:®

Born in

1979-80

His social security 4 was issued in Oregon.

1984-85

He attended one Clark College Summer Semester in Vancouver,
Washington in either 1984 or 1985. Clark College’s address and
phone # are: 1800 East Mcloughlin Blvd., Vancouver, WA 98663.
Telephone: (206) 699-0135. FAX: (206) 690-7228.

Mid-80s Approx
The earliest job found for him was at Stuart Anderson Cattle Co.
There is no date and no location given. Incorporation records

shows that there was a Stuart Anderson’s Cattle Company in Oregon
in 1988 that later became inactive.

1980-85 Approx

was married to| | She said he was abusive and a

heavy drinker, and that one time he threw a brick through a window
in Vancouver, Washington, was arrested and jalled and was
diagnosed as schlzophrenlc through the state prison system. She
thought he’d been in and out of jall a lot. She said he’d been

making crazy state ining with the President and
FBI, was engaged t nd after advice from friends
she had him see a psych. ohe said he got involved in Scientology

just before they were divorced (about 1985-86) and about 6 months
after coming back from Alaska. She said he had education in
business and marketing.

10 October 1983

A Clark County (Washington) District Court case was found on him.
Case Typel ] He was the defendant.
Date of violation was | | Name is given as

&
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8 December 1983

A Clark County (Washington) District Court case was found on him.

Case Type: | | He was defendant and the date of violation
was | | Name is given as
1987

A Clark CounTx_LRashing;gnl_s;perior Court case was found on him.
Case Type is He_is the defendant. No specific
e—=ae et

date but it must have been 1987. | He s the
defendant. Date of Violation is 1987. Name is given asl

1985-86 Approx

his wife | (she remarried and
is no | Her address 157 |
[ |

July 1985

[:::::]came into the Church of Scientology Celebrity Center
Portland and did an introductory service called "Success Through
Communication" and was in the Church for a couple of days.

1986

His next job was working in the Maintenance Department while a
student at Clark College. This would be in 1986 in Vancouver,
Washington.

August 1986

fELjs_rengrted as living at

August 1986

He is reported as living at
April 1987

He is reported as living at

21 July 1989

[::::::]was terminated from his last known job with Viking
Industries with no reason given for termination.
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14 August 1989

A violation report was filed by the Department of Corrections on

| |for failing to report to his community corrections
office in Vancouver, Washington. The nature of his crime was
described as: "Malicious Mischief II, Bail Jumping" with a one year
sentence of communitf service. The corrections officer noted that

he contacted last known residence at the| lhotel

and found he no longer resided there, and that he’d been terminated

from his job at Viking Industries. The corrections officer said

that during his last contact with[___ ]he said he was going to

try to move to the Joyce Hotel because it was cheaper but when the

officer called the Joyce Hotel, they had not heard of
The corrections officer said that during his last contact

with| lwas in a confused and agitated state. He said

he realized his mind was deteriorating and he would often hear

voices in his head which he would talk to out loud. He said

because of this he feared he would lose his employment and had b6

heard rumors that he was going to lose his job. He said his bic

deteriorating mental condition was brought on by the Church of

Scientology where he had taken a communications skills class four

years ago in Portland, Oregon and whenever he goes to Portland they

have mind control over him and he can no longer control his

behavior. He said that when he was in Vancouver, they no longer

had mind control. Corrections officer said he advised him to get

psychiatric help and that this time, he should take the medications

prescribed for him. Corrections officer said that during April and

May of 1989,[::::::]was able to get psychiatric help through a

Burnside clinic, but would not continue on medication because he

did not feel he needed it. Corrections officer said

mental health problem was what got him on probation in the first

place and it appeared it would continue causing him problems with

the criminal justice system as long as he contined to avoid

appropriate treatment. ions officer recommended a bench

warrante be issued for [f:ffffffhrrest since he had no idea of
whereabouts and he was unavailable for supervision.

1989 Approx

It is not known which Burnside clinic[_____ ]attended, but the
following are possibles: bé

1. Wallace Medical Concern, a non-profit free clinic, which

was founded in 1984 and is still operating in 1996. The founder
was | | a general medical internist working for the
Portland Veteran’s Administration Medical Center and connected to
the Oregon Health Sciences University (OHSU) in Portland. Wallace
Medical Concern operated weekly out of three sites in the Burnside
area in Oregon, including one at the Estate Hotel on Couch St., one
at the Burnside Projects Night Shelter and one at the Greenhouse
Street Youth Center.




Yea o« *
A
P’ .t
A ® ®

-4 -

2. Burnside Project, Inc., 1211 SW Main St., Portland, OR 97201,
Telephone: (503) 222-9362. It was designated as a Dual-Diagnosis
Facility. This means it treated chemical dependency combined with
psychiatric problems.

3. Burnside Community Clinic. No street address given. In 1991,
there was a possibility it would be closed down because of County
budget cuts.

1992 Approx

Address on]| | £rom DMV is:| be

September 1992

Phoenix Lighting Co. also has the business address of 66 Geary
St., #517, San Francisco, CA 94108-5703 as of September 10, 1992.

The 66 Geary St. address is Greystone Hotel. Its phone # is
415-956-9363. It is also a tenderloin flophouse.

October 1992

started a business called | | of which he
is the single proprietor per records from the California State b6
Board of Equalization, Sales and Use Tax. The business and mailing »7C
address is 380 Eddy St., #444, San Francisco 94102 in the county of

isco. The business was started in October 1992. The # is
The telephone # of this business is given as
415-775-3441 on his California Fictitious Business Names

application, which he filed for on Sep 10, 1992, SIC Code
[ —Jand on March 17, 1995, SIC Code The business

description is given as:

(The California Real Property records show that the property at 380
Eddy St., San Francisco 94102-2607 is owned by Reality House West,-
3 " lll .

| who got a bé

lis | |

| lis given as | |

from| |w.h.9_mns_| be

and gets |
| In 1991 he and] |

October 1993

He is reported as living atl
This is another poor people’s "flop house" next door to
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1994 Approx

[:::::]'went into San Francisco Church of Scientology and threatened
to bomb it. He drove a little kid’s tank into the San Francisco
Oorg and then said that the next time, it would not be a joke.

1994 Approx

A San Francisco church staff member,l | who was leaving
staff as he was not qualified, told another staff member about a
crazy black guy he knew who said he was "possessed." The
description matched | saw him at a Presbyterian
half-way house where | |[was living at the time. At the time,
was going to the Tom Waddell clinic in San Francisco, a
psychological counselling type clinic, where he saw this black guy.

1994 Approx

| |called into c€C Portland saying he was in a psych ward. He
spoke to| ] He said he didn’t feel
insane, and what should he do, should he take an extension course.

E::::::jdidn't know what psych ward| |was in, but thought it

was in Oregon and nearby. advised him to keep reading his
books fhe had Dianetics and another book.) also remembered
that had a criminal record and once this was discovered, the

church did not accept him for further services.

23 February 1994

The State of Caiifg;nia_ﬁiLad a State Tax Lien against him for
$587. The # is The Certificate # is| |His

Ss # was given asl |His name and address was given as
| No

record was found that he paid this off.

March 1994

bé
b7cC

bé
bic

is reported as living at |
(computer database search)

June 1994

He is reported as living at

June 1995

His address is at the|

Telephone is
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1 Feb 96

| [ | called in to Celebrity Center (CC) Portland at noon and

| took the call. Ef:::f:]told her that ever since he came
into CC six years ago his life had been going downhill. He wanted
$50,000 restitution and that would "make up for it" -- and if we _
dldn't he would come to the CC on Wednesday and shoot everyone. be
He rambled on about how Scientology destroyed his business and now
he cannot arrange for | |to come from Kenya to study. The
police were called, and they sent a police officer who took a
statement from|

4 Feb 96

[::::::]called back to CC Portland on Monday morning. | |

not availf:;f;fr he called back at 4:05 PM. | took the call
e

and told not to call anymore (this is what the police

officer to r to say). She then dialed *57 to trace the call, b6
the call was traced and the police were able to go and arrest hlm. b7C
The police found that he was staying in a transit hotel and

his room was full of guns and ammunition. i went to the

police station and press charges. Detective told her he

would put in a request that this go before a grand jury.

5 Feb 96

[::::::]had a hearing before the judge. He was clean and dressed in
casual clothes. The charge against him was coercion, brought down
from a felony to_a misdemeanor. He had no attorney so a woman b6
attorney from a (attorney) office was appointed to ©7C
him. He pleaded not guilty and stated he wanted a jury trial.

There was no mention of the Church in the hearln# The attorney

from the District Attorney’s office did not want released
because of "six failures to appear and danger to e victims." The
judge approved[ _ |for the Pre Trial Release Supervision
Progran.

7- Feb 96

The District Attorney in Multnomah County filed the Information
aga1nst| charging him with attempted coercion. Attached was
an Affidavit of Probable Cause to Support Continued Detention of
Defendant filed by Deputy District Attorney | } which
stated that the phone calls were traced to the Travel Inn motel and
police confronted him at the motel where he admitted calling the
Church. It says he was in possession of numerous loaded firearms.
His address was given as| | (Court
docs)

& &

B o)
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26 Feb 96

olice officer who had arrested_____ Jcame by to see[:::::g
as she was concerned forf[ __ pafety, felt he was capable
of carrying out his threats, had two semi automatic guns and over
150 rounds of ammunition when arrested, and had been ed the
previous night for something else. The officer said[ffffffshould

insist the judge and appeal to him to have the INS
made this call. (27 Feb 96 report from

I lfrom cc P ed to[ ] assistant
District Attorney about said he cut a deal with
[::::::]attorney and that had pleaded ilty to the charge

of coercion which is a Class_A misdemeanor. | was to be on
Bench Probation for 1 year. [ Jattorney said that

planned to go back to San Francisco when he got out of jail whic
was supposed to happen that week.

[:::::]was released from prison around the end of February. There
was a court order from the judge which stated that he could not
even walk by the Church of Scientology, or he would be arrested.

Undated
The last job found was Pay ‘N Pack, no date and no location.
Feb-July 1996 Approx
An Oregon DMV records check showed his driver’s license has been
suspended six times in the last six months for the following
reasons:
1. DUI (Driving Under the Influence)
2. Refusing a breath test
3. Blood Alcohol Content way over limit
4. 4 failures to appear in Court on DUI charges
5. Driving uninsured

His license was permanently revoked in the State of Oregon on July
11, 1996, and he can never get a license again in Oregon.

Approx March 1996

!was living at the
ager had no records on him but doesn’t recall having any
problems with him.

bé

bé
b7cC

be
b7C
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June 1996

I | Her AKA’s are:

bé
bic

She currently lives at]|
Her previous addresses were:

bé
b7C
Her social security # is| |]and it was issued between
[ |in the state of Oregon. She was born in[:::::] She is
also from| .
b6
b7C

July 1996

went to the Greystone Hotel in San Francisco, claimed he
lived there and tried to go upstairs. The manager threw him out on
the street.
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Man surrenders.

Source: Polics and witnass reparts

//// to west exit.

11:36 a.m.
Firefighters bring -
out the wounded

‘receptionist.

11:32 a.m.
Firefighters fin _

takes hostage -
upstairs and down

“Ugy T

> John Helmer oo
store o ®° B
11:34 a.m.

. |Firefighters move the
; - {wounded, andpolice
surround the door.

%2:33 p.m.

An ambulance is called
for a man who realized
later that he had been
shot.
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By BRYAN SMITH and DAVID R. ANDERSON
of The Oregonian staff

Seven months ago, Jairus Chegero Godeka
threatened to Kkill everyone.in the Portland
Church of Scientology unless they gave him
$50,000 for ruining his life.

On Wednesday, police say, Godeka walked into
the church’s downtown Portland office and shot
and wounded four people, including a pregnant
receptionist.

Godeka set a fire and briefly took another
woman hostage at the church’s Portland Celebri-
ty Centre before a police officer persuaded him to
surrender.

The attack brought activity on Southwest
Salmon Street and Broadway to a halt as police

- I THE SHOOTING: Suspect ha»d thré;lfenéd church members |

MENEMIES: The Church of Scientology has made en- |

emies since its founding in 1952, but criticism never
extended to shooting before Wednesday’s incident in
Portland/ A16

and firefighters massed in front of the office.
Workers in and around the Scientology center
scrambled for cover after hearing shots, some
turning back to see a bloody victim clutching his
chest stumble onto the sidewalk.

Godeka apparently was motivated by a grudge
against the church. He blames the organization
for ruining him financially and thinks it has

Please turn to
SHOOTING, Page A16

Portl ROSS WILLIAM HAMILTON/The Oregonian
ortland Fire Bureau emergency medical technicians wheel Carlos Colon toward an ambulance as others tend to *
 Steven Roy Crandell. ) 5
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permanent
injury or
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Dr. Jackson
Smood,
emergency room

physician,
University Hospital

‘. Portland police lead
* Jairus Chegero God-
eka away as fire-

fighters tend to Ste-

ven Roy Crandell,

one of four people

shot at the Church

of Sclentology of-

fices In downtown
Portland
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B Continued from Page One
kept him from bringing his sister
here from Kenya to study, according
to police reports.

In San Francisco, where Godeka
lived recently, he sent a remote-
contrdlled toy tank in front of the
Church of Scientology branch, with
the message: “Next time, it will be
real.”

In February, he called the Port- |
land offices, repeatedly demanding

money for the ruin of what he de-
scribed to police as a San Francisco
company that sold lighting equip-
ment.

The receptionist, Helen M. Burke,
apparenfly was the primary target
of Godeka’s threats because she was
the one who answered the phone.

Burke, 44 and pregnant, was in
critical condition Wednesday night
at University Hospital with a gun-
shot wound to the chest and an ab-
dominal injury. Doctors said she
had some paralysis from the bullet,
which lodged near her spine, but
that it was too early to tell whether
the condition would be permanent.
Burke is in her second trimester;
the fetus was unharmed.

Carlos Colon, 24, was in serious
condition. Colon, a visitor from the
church’s Clearwater, Fla., branch,
suffered a gunshot wound to the
chest.

Steven Roy Crandell, 45, was in
faiy condition. Crandell, executive
director of the church, was shot in
the abdomen.

A third man, Jim M. Stone, was
shot in the hip but did not realize he
had been injured until nearly an
hour later, when he pulled out his
wallet and discovered a bullet had
pierced it. He smiled and waved as
rescue workers wheeled him to an
ambulance. He was treated and re-
leased.

Wednesday’s attack occurred as
the lunch crowd began to fill the
downtown sidewalks near the
church’s center at 709 S.W. Salmon
St., across from the Heathman

Hotel.

in critical condition

Police said the gunman walked in
the front door, carrying a red plastic
gasoline container and a .45-caliber
Ruger semiautomatic handgun. He

shot Burke, who sat in the lobby

just inside the door. Crandell and
Colon came downstairs, and he shot
and wounded them. Others hit the
floor, while workers upstairs fled
through a back door.

The gunman spread gasoline and
started a fire that set off two sprin-
klers. He grabbed a woman, Jacque-
line Stone, the wife of Jim Stone,
and headed through interior pas-
sages to a fire exit on the west end
of the building.

Meanwhile, witnesses rushed to
call 9-1-1, including a man from in-
side the church who ran to Ma-
cheezmo Mouse next door.

“He was frantic,” said Jen Knee- °

dler, 21, who was working at the res-
taurant. “He kept asking where a
phone was and said that a person
had been shot next door. . .. He said
he had been shot at.”

Charles Mann, a course instructor
who was upstairs in the church of-
fice, said, “We knew we had to get

out of there. We just heard shots .

and took off.”

Mel Murphy, on his way to lunch .

with a co-worker, saw men running
and flames inside the building.
Crandell was hobbling down the
sidewalk.

“He said, ‘T’'ve been shot, I've been
shot, I've been shot,” ” Murphy said.

Murphy, who had called 9-1-1ona
cellular phone, saw a second man,
Colon, who had been shot in the
stomach.

As Murphy helped with the two
mén, a co-worker Mike Picco tried
to get in a door to help Burke. Be-
fore he could, he said, “Someone
yelled, “Gun! There’s a guy with a
gun! Everyone dives behind cars.”

Portland firefighter Rob L. Burson

. was among the first to arrive. He

rushed to the office door just as the
, gunman burst out with his arm
+ around Jacqueline Stone, a gun to
‘ ! her head. .

. were other officers nearby.

“] saw what was going on, and I ]
. knew I didn’t want to be there,” he

said. “I yelled ‘gun’ and then ran
and told others to get back.”

As the gunman opened a metal

. fire door, Portland police Officer

Tom Mack and homicide Detective

' Sgt. Dave Rubey were on the side-

walk.,

The gunman stepped back inside.

“My assessment was he wanted it
to end right there,” Mack said.“He
said, ‘I don’t want to die. I don’t
want you to shoot me.””

Mack decided a quick resolution
was better than pushing the gun-

man back into a burning building

with Stone.

Mack talked him into opening the |
door a crack. He convinced the gun-

man that police wouldn’t hurt him.

“My word wasn’t good enough for
' him,” Mack said. :

The gunman wanted Mack to put

:'down his gun. First Mack tried to |
‘hide his gun behind his leg. |

“He’s not that crazy,” Mack later

'reflected. ‘

Mack agreed to put his gun down ‘
if the gunman did. Mack knew there

Mack holstered his gun first.
But the gunman balked when he |

‘spotted another officer across the
‘ street with a gun.

So Mack went a step further, turn-
ing his back, briefly, on the gun-
man. Mack told the officer to move.

“I think that was the turning
point,” Mack said.

The gunman allowed Stone to !
kneel and then put down his gun be-
hind her. Then Godeka knelt and let |
Mack handcuff him. 1

Mack said everyone stayed cool -
during the standoff, which didn’t
last much longer than a minute.

Even the hostage did well.

Stone yelled through the closed
door that Godeka was trying to talk
to Mack. She also told Mack to step
closer and show his empty hands.




[ ‘ o |
‘ “She seemed pretty calm,” Mack :
said. “I thought she handled herself
| really well.” ',
j Firefighters- quickly doused the
blaze. |
i Godeka is accused of four counts
of attempted aggravated murder,
arson, kidnapping, three counts of |
| first-degree assault, one count of
p second-degree assault and a count of |
burglary. He will be arraigned !
' today. 1
Wednesday’s attack was apparent- [
ly the. culmination of Godeka’s long-
standing grudge against the Port-
land and San Francisco Church of

. Scientology offices.

Godeka has listed several address-

¢ es in Portland and San Francisco
. after numerous arrests on traffic vi-

olations, including drunken driving
and driving without insurance.
In February, Godeka pleaded no

" contest to attempted coercion in

connection with the calls fo the
church’s Portland branch.

“He could give me no specifics of
what we had actually done to him
and what his business was,” Burke
told Portland police in February.

“He said he had lost everything that
was dear to him.”

At one point, Godeka told Burke
that his anger stemmed from some-
thing that had happened at the San
Francisco branch, but that the
Church of Scientology is all “the
same thing.”

She said Godeka first came to the
Portland office five or six years ago
and took a free personality test and
bought some books. She thinks he
might also have signed up for a
home study course.

At least one earlier police report
involved extortion attempts against
the church, but details were not
available Wednesday.

After Godeka was introduced to
Scientology, “they imprisoned my
mind to do what they wanted me to
do,” he told police in February. He

' also complained to police that the :

church got him deported to Kenya
in 1986 and that Burke was control-
ling his mind. ‘

The organization is a self-
. enhancement movement that em-:
i phasizes counseling and an ap-
- proach to problem- -solving called Di- :
"anetics that was created by church
founder L. Ron Hubbard. ,

Jeff Quiros, special affairs direc-!
tor for the San Francisco church,
said Godeka also had threatenedf

‘

' workers there in recent months. :

“He was just babbling and threat-[
enmg to kill everybody. He was Justg
. saying things that didn’t make
_ sense,” Quiros said.

The news Wednesday shocked thez
San Francisco church. |

“How can you make sense of’
senseless acts of violence?” -Quiros
said. “It's a scary thing. I don’t
know what would make someone do’
something like that.”

“I¢’s disturbing, and it’s shock- .
ing,” added Angie Mann, public af-
fairs director for the Portland cen- |
ter. “Scientologists are honest,
ethical people who want to help |
Our goal is toward a world without
crnne and a world without insani- '

ty.”

f

Peter Farrell, Laura Trujillo and
~ Chastity Pratt of The ‘Oregonian staff
" contributed to this report.
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ROSS WILLIAM HAMILTON/The Oregonia
Portiand Police Officer Tom Mack (center) holds Jairus Chegero Godeka (with cap) after talking him into surrendering less then 10 minutes after four peo-

s ple were shot in the downtown Church of Sclentology. Police accused Godeka of attempted aggravated murder, arson, kidnapping, assault and burglary.
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I THE SUSPECT: ]alrus s Godeka holds church

- responsible for shattering his American dream

By BRYAN SMITH
and PHIL MANZANO

of The Oregonian staff

He came from Kenya in 1979 to
“accomplish something in America,” he
said, his hopes fueled by high expecta-
tions from friends and family.

But Jairus.Godeka felt his dream fade
to “gloom and doom,” after he was intro-

. duced to the Church of Scientology in
. 1980, he told police.

“They imprisoned my mind to do
what they wanted me to do,” he said.

That belief may explain why Godeka
is accused of shooting and wounding

' four people — Helen Burke, Carlos

Colon, Steven Crandell and Jim Stone —
and starting a fire in the Church of Sci-
entology office in downtown Portland
on Wednesday.
k Interviews with friends, acquain-

" ;f« ¥ _:

‘Godeka Thursday,

tances and former
in-laws, and anj
examination .of
police  records,’
reveal a man who |
was hard-working
and earnest but

whose past is
plagued by alcohol '
abuse, violent

behavior, a bro-
ken marriage and

GODEKA

financial problems.

They also show a man obsessed by the
belief that his troubles all stem from the v
Church of Scientology.

A judge entered a not-guilty plea for
after he was
arraigned in the Justice Center in Port- 3
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'Suspect

M Continued from Page D1

land on charges of attempted aggra-
vated murder, arson, kidnapping,
assault and burglary.

The furn of events shocked at
least one friend, who describes God-
eka as a gentle man who was “mild-
mannered and had a great desire to

please everyone” — someone who

was far from crazy and worked hard

to make a fledgling business suc-

cessful.

Police records, however, show an-
other side: one of violence, drunken-
ness and obsession.

In a long, sometimes rambling
statement to police in February,
Godeka detailed a variety of griev-

ances he had with Scientology and .

said how for years he felt the orga-
nizatior: should be made to pay
$50,000 for ruining his life.

Born in Kenya in 1958, Godeka
saigl he came to the United States on
a visa,

Godeka’s in-laws, who asked that

their names not be used, said Thurs-
-day that he came to study business
administration at a college in Van-
couver, Wash., several years ago.

They said he and his estranged
wife, Christina, met while he was a -

student. The two married in Van-
couver and lived there for three or
four months before moVing to Port-
land.

About five years into the mar-

riage, they said, Godeka found Sci- ‘

entology.

A month after he did, the in-laws
said, Godeka sold his belongings, in-
cluding a stereo the couple owned,
and left his wife.

“The Church of Scientology told

islf and to leave her,” Christina’s
other said. “He was fine until he
got involved with that church.”
+ +The mother described Godeka as
f‘iltltelligent, hard-working and hon-
S .”
» “It’s not like he’d just go bonkers.
gie was looking for help, someone to
gaast listen to him,” she said.
. After the breakup, he moved to
van Francisco, where, he told police,
he had a business called Phoenix
Eighting.
Max Adelson, who provided an an-
swering service to Godeka in San

Francisco, remembers how hard the

Kenyan worked.

£ Adelson, who describes himself as
#friend, said Godeka went door-to-
door selling light fixtures and for a
time found success.

“He was all business, mild man-
nered, very gentle and had a great .
desire to please everybody,” Adel-
son said. “He’s a nice pleasant kind
of guy that tried to make a living. |

- #rim he had to cleanse or purify him-

= Godek

a left wife |

“This (shooting) startled the hell + |

out of us.” |
In court documents and police re- |
cords, Godeka listed his address in
San Francisgo as the Cadillac Hotelf
at 380 Eddy St. |
The four-story building, converted,

i

into single rooms that rent for $225
a month — $175 without a bathroom |
! _ sits in San Francisco’s Tender-
'+ Toin  district, _ar
. plagued by vagrancy, prostitution
and drug use.
For Godeka, the hotel had one |
convenience: it sat five blocks from |
San Francisco’s Church of Sciento- 1
logy office on McAllister Street. 1

a rundown area '

i

Over the next few years, Godeka .

shuttled between San Franciso and |
Portland, where he lived in several |

i Tived, he could not seem to escape '
i his obsession with the church.

places. But no matter where he ;\
!
|

In his statement to police, Godeka

said he became attracted to Sciento- |
logy after a session at the Portland .

* branch to familiarize himself with °

the group’s philosophies.

He then took a free personality -

test and bought some books.

. . At some point, however, he began 1

|

. cause of the expectations of his fam-
. ily and friends that he was to accom-
» plish something in America” but
. didn’t, Portland Police detective
X Wigtliam Johnston wrote in one re-
port.

!

¢ blame..

terview with police. “Helen’s kept
“me a prisoner all these years.”

Burke, who is in-serious condition,

could not be reached for comment.

" began to show traffic arrests such as

© drunken driving, driving with an

© open container and driving without
insurance.

him: Burke, the receptionist at the
! Portland branch, who would become
! one of his gunshot victims.

to believe the organization had
somehow kept his sister from com-

. ing to America from Kenya to get
her master’s degree.

| to feel that several church employ- |

i ees were controlling his mind, he !
said.

One person particularly troubled

e

“It was Helen,” he said in one in-

By December 1995, court records

Godeka told police that he began

He told police the church had

. caused his lighting business $100,000

ir} damages, and that he had failed:
himself, his family and his friends.

“He said he was embarrassed be-

As wusual, Scigntology was to

o

Godeka first demanded money in

''a 1994 in a call to Angela Mann,

r

. spokeswoman for the Portland

branch, police reports indicate.
Meanwhile, during trips to San
Francisco, Gddeka made threats to
workers at the Scientology office
there. .
Then, in January 1996, while back

_ in Portland, he cased the downtown

Scientology office at Southwest

' Salmon Street and Broadway for

two weeks and began placing phone
calls again. '

Police records show the first came
Feb. 1, when he told Burke that he
would kill everyone in the office un-
less the church came up with
$50,000.

He called again, several times, on

" Feb. 5, with the same threats.

He was arrested that day at the
Travel Inn motel at 800 E. Burnside

- 8t. A hotel clerk said Godeka had

been drunk and obnoxious.

To the officers, however, Godeka
was polite and helpful.

In fact, he said, he knew who had
sent them.

When officer K.S. Leighton asked

; how, Godeka didn’t hesitate.

“Because they’re using you,” he
replied.

Staff writers Chastity Pratt and
Peter Farrell contributed to this re-
port.
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SCIENTOLOGY, the church:

|While police investieate the accused gunman, the

lviolence at Portlands Church of Scientology center

Character:\4 4D-PD-41212

LT T L ﬁaﬁT—t °ff ; PD 80-715
e = bR ( 1 Classification:
draws renewed attention to a 40-year theologica S ce:
. . Portland
controversy —
t
| !
Sc |entology |
| T . .
- ITHE CHURCH: Is it a religion or a cult?
| Observers disagree on the organization
By MARK O’KEEFE Street Celebrity Centre, police began |
of The Oregonian staff investigating connections between the
church and Jairus C. Godeka, who says ‘
‘Walk along Southwest Salmon Street  his life and finances were ruined by Sci-
off Broadway in downtown Portland, entology.
and you can’t miss the large yellow side- That investigation, and the violence
walk sign, between Macheezmo Mouse that prompted it, again have drawn
and John Helmer haberdasher. attention to a church that has been
1t says, “Free Personality Test.” enmeshed in controversy since its
“That’s a come-on,” said Robert V. inception. And it brought church offi- |
Young of Seattle, who handled public cials out in force to defend and explain
relations for the Church of Scientology their beliefs — and to argue that the |
for more than 20 years before becoming church is the victim of misunderstand- ‘“)" P D ‘_,,{ 1212~ 7
f _ one of its most vocal critics. “They fish ing and prejudice. . Lt’ e g ‘:g%ﬁﬁ;‘-m LA
| Yyouout, based on the questions.” Founded by science fiction writer L. R > Tk 2N SRR |
“But the Church of Scientology, which Ron Hubbard about 40 years ago, Scien- R 2 5 iy ) PUED
l, claims more than 8 million members tology is embraced by Hollywood A
| worldwide, views the personality testas  celebrities including John Travolta, .
an invitation to a path of self-discovery Tom Cruise, Priscilla and Lisa Marie 0 C]' 1 "j}jgﬁ
( and enhancement.
| On Thursday, a day after a gunman Please turn to e~ v s
} shot four people in the church’s Salmon CHURCH, Page D1 1J ST LT /
FBl/ J
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Church: Fire brlngs dlsarray

EContinued from Page D1
Presley, and musicians Chick Corea
and Isaac Hayes.

“Far too much welght is given to
the discolored opinion of one person
rather than the millions of people
who have had a good experience,”
said Gail Armstrong, a church
spokeswoman -flown in from inter-
national headquarters in Los An-
geles.

Celebrity Centres are Scientology
churches designed to provide good

-experiences, such as counseling and

career guidance, for the artistic
community, though others also are
welcome.

Visitors to Portland’s Celebrity

. Centre — and church officials say as

many as 50 a week come in off the
street — are struck by the plush,
three-story, more-than-8,000-square-
foot facility.

They encounter a bronze bust of
Hubbard, who died in 1986.

Above the bust, on the back wall,
in large black letters, is a quote
from the church founder “A culture
is only as great as its dreams, and
its dreams are dreamed by artists.”
Paintings by local Scientologists
adorn other walls.

On Thursday, the carpeting was
pulled up and the furniture in. disar-
ray as the church tried to recover
from an attack by Godeka, who
poured gasoline on the floor and
started a fire, setting off sprinklers.
He also shot and wounded four peo-
ple.

Godeka had a history of harassing -
Smentologlsts including its church

in San Francisco. A Portland
church secretary told police in Feb-
ruary that Godeka had taken a per-

sonality test, bought a book and

signed up for a home-study-course.
Church officials insist Godeka

_took no Scientology courses. But if

he had, he would have begun along,

and potentially expensive, journey ‘
- of self-improvement that never ends, '

“There is level zero, level one,

level two,” Armstrong said. “It’s a-

precise path. But it’s a path anyone
can travel. What Scientologists say

is the more they follow the path, the

more happy they are, the more able
they are.”

Courses include such topics as
“How to Improve Conditions in
Life,” “Personal Values and Integri-
ty,” “How to Make Work Easier”
and “Financial Success.”

Each class comes with a suggested
donation.

‘GHURCH OF SCIENTOLOGY = N

I FOUNDED: By science fiction writer |
L. Ron Hubbatd in 1952 ‘

M HEADQUARTERS: Los Angeles

I MEMBERS: Scientology claims 8 mil-
lion worldwide, 4 million in the United
States and 6,000 in Oregon, but cntlcs |
say those numbers are inflated.

I BELIEFS: Though no god is wor-
shiped, members consider Scientology
a religion that helps them to overconte
obstacles in a practical way by remov-
ing mental images from this or previ- |
ous lives. It also develops the “thétan,”
or soul, by progressing through a se-
ries of levels of spirituality.

i

.

Former member Young said that a
person can easily spend $50,000 on
such courses. But J. Gordon Melton,
director of the Institute of Amerlcan
Religion, who has studied Scientolo-

gy since 1964, said it would probably -
cost “$10,000 to $12,000 spread out .

over a number of years.”

Said Armstrong, the church
spokeswoman: “It might be from a
few hundred dollars to tens of thou-
sands of dollars.”

The donation covers one-on-one
counseling called “auditing,” which
uses a device called an “E-meter.”

. The church considers it a highly *
sensitive electronic instrument that |
indicates changes occurring in the
mind.

The church’s “Reference Guide to
the Scientology Religion” portrays
such education as a relative bargam
when one considers “four years ata |
top university would run between
$80,000 and $90,000.”

And it could be cheaper than at-

" tending a traditional church.

» ‘Other churches may have a tith-
ing system,” Armstrong said.
“That’s their way. This is our way.”

The Portland Celebrity Centre has
a staff of 40 but plans to expand to

250 by the end of the year, Portland

spokeswoman Angie Mann said.

“It’s massive,” Mann said. “We've
had more pubhc than we’ve been
“able to comfortably service. It’s just |
public demand for people wanting

' this technology.”

university and its absence of a god
 to worshlp, some have argued Sci-
" entology is nota religion.

The Internal Revenue Service rec-
ognized Sc1entology as a tax-exempt g
rehglon in 1957, revoked the status !

. In 1967, then restored it in 1993. |

“I never call it a religion,” Young |
said. “I was in it for 21 years, and I !
was the one trying to make it a reli- |
gion. I never call it that today. To
me, it’s an ideological-political .
movement.”

Melton, the California scholar,

' said, “It really chaJlenges our 1dea
, of what a religion is. Having moni-
1 tored it for several decades now, I'm
»falrly convinced it is truly a reli-
1 gion, but it’s a very unique one.” ‘
‘ But is it a religious cult, then?.
| Cynthia Kisser, executive director
"of the Chicago-based Cult Aware-
i ness Network, told Time magazine
lin 1991 that “Smentology is quite
likely the most ruthless, the most
classmally terroristic, the most liti-
« gious and the most lucrative cult
the cotntry has ever seen.”

Those comments fueled a battle
between Scientology, Time and the |
Cult Awareness Network, with the
latter organization driven to bank-
ruptcy after the church labeled it a
“hate group” and applied relentless
legal pressure.

With its classes that resemble : a }
i
J

Kent Burtner, director of the Cult |4

Resource Center of Ecumenical Min- f‘

, Istries of Oregon and a former board |.

! member with the Cult Awareness \

Network, said Scientology ‘“‘doesn’t

give gubstantial information a nor-

mal person would need to make an
informed choice about joining.”

He said it also employs ‘“unre-

stricted use of psychological and so-

. cial influence control techniques”

that include pressure when some-
one tries to leave Scientology.

“Are they a religion?” Buriner
asked. “Sure. Are they a cult? As far
as my, understanding of the word,
yes. Very clearly.”

Scientology says such critics are
misinformed or hateful. Armstrong
points to “the 800-page Scientology
encyclopedia” and a stack of media
resource kits as proof that Sciento-

. logy has nothing to hide. :
,  “If somebody is in the church, an_d {
. suddenly they drop out, someone is |!

| i

obviously going to talk to them and 3
. say, ‘Hey, Joe, what’s wrong? That’s ||
i a common human reaction. But they |!
- arefreetogo. = o
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| “The opinion that counts is the\(
opinion of members and the people
Scientology has helped. A person
like Kent Buriner has never done |'
anything in Scientology, and he |
i doesn’t know a thing about it.”

e A =

SHOOTING UPDATE =~ o
B VICTIMS IMPROVE: Helen Burke, 44, remained in serious condition with a
bullet lodged next to her spine, said Lee Lewis Husk, University Hospital
spokeswoman. Doctors said there were early indications of paralysis.
“It's too early to tell if she'll have any disability,” Husk said Thursday.
Burke is pregnant, in the second trimester. The fetus appears unharmed.
Steven R. Crandell, 45, and Carlos Colon, 24, were in fair condition. Both
have single gunshot wounds. They were improving rapidly, Husk said.
W FBI JOINS CASE: Jairus C. Godeka was arraigned Thursday and assigned
a court-appointed attorney, Kerry Chipman. Godeka, who seemed calm dur-
ing his brief appearance, is being held without bail in the Justice Center Jail.
The FBI opened a religious discrimination and civil rights investigation
Thursday into the shootings and the fire, raising the possibility that the case
could be prosecuted in federa! court, FB} spokesman Dave Miller said the
results of the Portland investigation will be sent to the Civil Rights Division of
the U.S. Department of Justice in Washington, D.C., where officials will
decide whether it should be prosecuted as a criminal case.
M CHURCH POSTS GUARDS: On Thursday, two armed, private security
quards were at the front door of the Portland Church of Scientology’s
Celebrity Centre on Southwest Salmon Street.
Church members cleaned until about 5 a.m. Thursday. )
When the church opened at 9 a.m. Thursday, the only sounds inside were
the beep, beep, beep of the security system and the unanswered ringing of
the telephone.
Two church members tried to reset the alarm but accidentally set it off,
again bringing firefighters.
Otherwise, things were returning.to normal.
The calm was broken again when someone telephoned abomb threat at
0 p.m. Police cordoned off the street around the church, but they found
bomb.

INSIDE: Two victims played dead after the gunman fired shots/D11
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dead after gunman
fired shots |

Il Jim Stone fled the building
only to see-his wife being brought
out at gunpoint by the suspect a
few minutes later

By DAVID R. ANDERSON
of The Oregonian staff

Jim Stone walked down the stairs,
curious to see where the shooting
was coming from. ,

“As soon as I made it to the bot-
tom of the stairs, I saw Steve (Cran-
dell) and ‘heard a pop and saw him
grab hie side- -and go down.”

Jairus C. Godeka pointed the gun
at Stone and fired. Stone dropped to
the floor, thinking he had avoided
the gunfire.

The two men played dead, Stone

facing out the door, unable to see
what Godeka was doing.

“We both laid there and heard.

him reloading and the empty shells
hitting the ground.”

Stone heard as Godeka poured
gasoline on the floor. It sounded like
only one other thing Stone has
heard — volcanic ash falling on
Portland after the eruption of Mount
St. Helens. Shhhh.,

“I never heard him say anything.
He just methodically went about his
business. I think he had a mission,
and he was methodically going
through his steps. Whatever body
was there, it was like, shoot. That
seemed to be his point.”

Stone thinks that Godeka then
walked around him and headed up
the stairs. That was the signal for

e ———— e = T T

the two men to dash for the door, -
{ through the fire.

Stone ran
next door to
Macheezmo
Mouse and
called police.
When he
came bagk to
the church,
&dmoke was
coming out
the door. Car-
los Colon had
walked out of ‘
the church, shot in the chest. Stone
did what he could to help.

“I just starfed yelling ‘Get off the
sidewalk, there’s a man with a
gun.! 3

Stone was with three police offi-
cers and two firefighters, trying to
figure a way into a fire exit door. |
The door started to open.

“I see my wife, and I'm happy !
The door continues to open and
there’s the guy with a gun to her
head. I didn’t think. I didn’t even .
think, I just got out of the way.” ,

Stone walked a half-block up the
street. He heard yelling but couldn’t !
tell whether it was Godeka or the!
police. He ¢ouldn’t see his wife, Jacs

STONE

od

\
B

queline, because she was in an al-

cove.

“My thought then was I just didn’t
want her to get shot. That’s all I was |
thinking.” |

About two minutes passed. It
could have been less, but it seemed
like more. Finally, he saw his wife ‘
walk away.

“I'm all upset and worried, and 1 }
|
|
{
|
]

said to her, ‘Are you OK? and she-
said, ‘Hi honey' Pretty exciting,
huh? ®

About an hour after the excite-
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: ment, Stone walked around the cor-

ner to use a pay phone to call the
Los Angeles headquarters of the
Church of Scientology. When he
reached for his wallet, he found his
hand was bloody. And some of the
papers in his wallet were torn.

Stone realized that a bullet had
grazed him.

“In the hip, not the buttocks. I

" have a reputation now.”

He’s not sure why it took that long

* to feel the bullet wound.

“T had a stinging in my side, but
my adrenalin was going so much.”
Stone is trying to make sense of

" what Godeka did. But it has

et

strengthened his belief in Scientolo-

gy’s principle of a world without '

crime. R

« “The guy’s psychotic, number
one. And number two, boy, I've got
to get in gear and change this envi-

' ronment quick.”

Stone didn’t lose much time. After

. he got out of the hospital about 4

p.m. Wednesday, he headed back to
the church. He wanted to find out

, what happened. About 8:30 p.m.,

they reopened the building to begin

. Cleaningup. .

“It was like something out of a

" Judy Garland movie, when a build-
‘ ing burns down, and everyoie
comes to help.”

Stone was back at the church be-

: fore- 9 a.m. Thursday, wearing a tie |
. and tennis shoes. Stone has a good

- sense of humor. But the scary stuff

' creeps into his mind.

“In the main, during the daytime.<

., when it’s hopping and popping, I
. have a job to do. It’s when the slack
, time comes that I go, ‘Jesus Christ,

what happened?’ ”

77
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CIVIL RIGHTS -
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REFERENCE: Portland FD-610 dated October 1, 1996.

ADMINISTRATIVE:

This case was opened on September 26, 1996, based on
instructions received from Unit Chief | | Federal Bureau

jgation (FBI) Headquarters (HQ). On September 25, 1996,
Assistant United States Attorney, Portland, Oregon,
who was in the Portland office of the FBI, at the time of the 6
incident, advised that this case would be best handled by local BIC
authorities. | Assistant United States
Attorney, Portland, Oregon, on October 1, 1996, advised that he
would defer federal prosecution to the local authorities.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
Federal Bureau of Investigation

Copy to:
Report of: sa| | office: PORTLAND
Date: October 23, 1996 be
bcC
Case ID #: 44D-PD-41212
Title: aka
CHURCH OF SCIENTOLOGY-VICTIM
Character: CIVIL RIGHTS - DAMAGE TO RELIGIOUS PROPERTY
Synopsis: On September 25, 1996, at approximately 11:27 a.m.,

who has made previous threats to the Church of
Scientology, entered their facility at 709 Southwest Salmon,
Portland, Oregon. Upon entering, he shot four people. He then
poured gasollne from a can onto the floor, ignited it with a Bic
lighter, and caught his shoes and pants on fire. 1In attempting
to put out the fire on his pants and shoes, he put out the fire
he had started; however, not before the sprinkling system was
b6 activated. [::f::::khen took a hostage with him outside of the
br7e facility; and, a short time later, surrendered himself to the
Portland Pollce Bureau. Damage sustained by the facility was a
result of water damage from the sprinklers and the Fire
Department's response. [____ ]has a history of mental illness,
has blamed the Church-of Scientology of mind control, and, at the
time of the incident, was attempting to extort money from them.
is being charged locally with four counts of attempted
aggravated murder, arson, kidnapping, three counts of first
degree of assault, one count of second degree assault, and one
count of burglary.

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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PREDICATION: On September 26, 1996, a telephone call was
received from Unit Chief | | Federal Bureau of
Investigation Headquarters (FBIHQ) requesting that a civil rights
case be opened regarding the shooting and attempted arson at the
Church of Scientology, 709 Southwest Salmon, Portland, Oregon.

DETATILS:

On September 26, 1996, |Detective, Portland b6
Police Bureau, Portland, Oregon, advised that] | a :
black male, date of birth | Jplace of birth|
entered the Church of Scientology, 709 Southwest Salmon, a
approximately 11:27 a.m., on_September 25, 1996, carrying a
gasoline can and a handgun. [::E:::]shot four people; and then
poured gasoline on the floor, lit it with a Bic lighter, which
caught his shoes and pants on fire. While putting out the fire
on his shoes, he inadvertently put out the fire he had started on
the floor. He then took one hostage from the facility; and,
shortly thereafter, surrendered to Portland Police Bureau
Officers outside the facility.

who is known to have mental problems, claimed he e
was going to extort money from them, as a result of the mind BIC
control they had over him. indicated that ants a
trial, as this is his way of telling everyone what 1s golng on ,
with the church and their mind control. b6

indicated[::::::]is currently charged with four
counts of attempted murder, arson, kidnapping, three counts of
first degree assault, one count of second degree assault, and one
count of burglary.

On October 1, 1996, | | Assistant United
States